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PRIVATE PROPERTY
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D Westport Town Farm

Building/Structure



) ) L

& AVVA gac) v
ING ! HIKING HISTORIC HOUSE MOUNTAIN BIKING HORSEBACK RIDING
(EASY} OR STRUCTURE PROHIBITED PROHIBITED

0 100 200 400 600 Feet
) ) 5 e [ il Foae e it

CONTOUR INTERVAL 10 FEET




What makes Westport
Town Farm a special place?

We think it’s the pair of traditions
— a working farm and, later, a
home for the indigent and infirm
— that has imprinted this coastal
landscape since the first European
settlers arrived in the 1600s.
Owned by the Town of Westport
and managed by The Trustees of
Reservations, the farm is being
restored as a community amenity

and public open space.

RICH IN SPIRIT

By the end of the Revolutionary VWar, Westport was
already caring for its neediest citizens. The establishment
in 1824 of an almshouse or "poor farm” on this site was
by far the community's strongest manifestation of this
commitment to the less fortunate. Over the next |5
years, the farm was expanded; a new barn was built and
livestock herds grew. The Town Farm, as it came to be
called, continued to shelter the aged and infirm, orphans
and vagabonds, for more than a century. A deaf and blind
woman, Lurana Manchester, was 39 when she arrived.
She remained on the farm until her death in 1894, at age
92.The farm operated well into the 20th century, but by
the time of President Franklin Roosevelt and the New
Deal, federal and state human services programs were
expanding. Known in final years as the “town infirmary,”

it closed in 1956.

ONE OF A KIND

The property may be the last “poor farm” in the
Commonwealth that remains both owned by a
‘municipality and utilized for agricultural purposes.

This makes it scenic, historically and ecologically

significant — and unique.
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The farmhouse sheltered the needy and indigent for more than a century.

NEARBY PLACES

Westport Town Farm is one of many
properties managed by The Trustees

in the area. Please visit us at:

SLOCUM’S RIVER RESERVE

Horseneck Road, Dartmouth

A partnership of The Trustees and Dartmouth Natural
Resources Trust, the former Island View Farm is a 47-acre
coastal gem situated on the Slocum’s River. Recall
Dartmouth’s rural past as you amble through fields and

restored woodlands.

COPICUT WOODS (BIORESERVE)
Indian Town Road, Fall River

Copicut serves as the southern gateway to the
Southeastern Massachusetts Bioreserve.This 5|6-acre
landscape, which spreads across an undeveloped area of
Fall River, includes trails tht;ough woods and wetlands.

Look for an abandoned farm settlement.









